
William Goff 
 
My patriot ancestor, William Goff, Sr. was born in 1761 in Duplin County, North Carolina and 
died about 1847 in Jefferson/Madison County, Florida. He served nine (9) different tours during 
the Revolution. 
William’s first tour began in 1778 at age 18. He served with Captain Lanier under General Butler 
and Colonel Johnston. This tour was for five (5) months as a volunteer where he participated in 
the Battle at Stono Ferry (June 20, 1779) and with Colonel Archibald Lytle and Major Picketham 
Eaton who were Continental officers of South Carolina. 
His second tour was as a Lieutenant in Captain William Rutledge's Horse Company that marched 
through North and South Carolina and joined General Francis Marion's Company at different 
times, serving six (6) months. 
The third tour was in Captain King Vann's Company under General James Kenan, serving for 
three (3) months. 
His fourth tour was as a Lieutenant in Captain William Kenan's Horse Company under General 
James Kenan, serving three (3) months. 
William’s fifth tour was under Captain Rutledge in the Horse Company where Captain Rutledge 
was killed by the British near Wilmington, North Carolina. This tour was for three (3) months. 
His sixth tour was as a Lieutenant in Captain Robert Merritt's Company of Cavalry, serving three 
(3) months. 
The seventh tour was in Captain Kenan’s Horse Company, serving three (3) months. 
William’s eighth tour was serving as a beef drover for the Army, serving four (4) months. 
His ninth and final tour was in Colonel Thomas Bludworth's Company for two (2) months. 

In total he served for 32 months: 5 months as a volunteer footman and 27 months as a Lieutenant 
horseman. His Commission was signed by General James Kenan. 
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Declaration 
In order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress 7th June 1832 

State of Mississippi} 
County of Jackson } 

 

 


