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Next Meeting  

Cradle of Texas Chapter # 33 
Sons of the American Revolution 

October 12, 2024 
Mikeska’s BBQ Highway 59 

El Campo, Texas 
 

Program 

 
"THE ALLIGATOR BUSINESS" 

Larry Janik 
of 

Janik Alligators 
https://janikalligators.com  

• Nuisance Control 
• Egg Collection and Incubation 

• Seasonal Harvesting 

• Wholesale Alligator Buyer 
• Retail sales of alligator 

products such as wallets, 

belts, etc.… 
• Guided hunting opportunities 

• State certified alligator 

processing facility 
• Alligator mounting 

• Processed alligator meat sales 
 

MEETING MINUTES 

Sons of the American Revolution 

Cradle of Texas Chapter #33  

September 14, 2024 

      The Sons of the American Revolution met 

September 14, 2024, at Swamp Shack 

Restaurant in Lake Jackson, Texas. Chapter 

President Dr. William Griffiths called the 

meeting to order at 11:37 a.m. Chaplain Jim 

Leach delivered the invocation and blessing 

for the meal. Vice President David Garza led 

the Chapter in the U.S., Texas, and SAR 

pledges.  

Introduction of Guests: 

Special guests were the recipient of the SAR 

Life Saving Award Laura Zamora, daughter 

Landry, husband Daniel, and mother Lori 

Kraemer. TXSSAR District 7 Vice President 

Art Byram and Susan Byram came from The 

Woodlands. Our speaker, Lora-Marie 

Bernard, and Bobby Gervais were welcomed 

back. 

Minutes: The minutes were approved on a 

motion by VP David Garza and a second by 

Chaplin Jim Lynch. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Chris Wendel 

reviewed the chapter finances as follows: 

August 31, 2024 – 

General Fund $2,010.68 

JROTC Awards Fund $558.33 

McAlexander Fund for uniforms  

 $905.07 

https://janikalligators.com/
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Awards:  Ms. Laura Zamora, attentive to her 

surroundings, noticed something odd in the 

slough behind the office when she arrived at 

work the morning of Tuesday, July 15, 2024. 

She investigated further and found an elderly 

woman who had been missing since late in the 

afternoon of Monday, July 14th. She was 

sitting in water up to her chest. Many family 

members, police, and community members 

had been searching for the woman to no avail. 

Ms. Zamora’s actions saved a life that day. 

Compatriot Winston Avera, filling in for 

Compatriot Rodney Weems, was honored to 

present Ms. Zamora with the SAR Live Saving 

Medal and Certificate in recognition of her 

diligent actions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Program:  Author Lora-Marie Bernard 

delivered an energetic presentation on her 

book, The Texas Archive War. The book 

delves into the efforts of Texas Presidents Sam 

Houston, the first and third president, and 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, the second president, to 

secure the Republic’s Archives, which played 

a crucial role in determining the location of 

the state’s capital. These archives contained 

documents related to land grants, 

colonization, government laws and early 

Texas history. 

Sam Houston advocated for keeping the 

Texas capital in Houston, while Lamar 

pushed for Waterloo (now Austin). The 

archives included the Texas Declaration of 

Independence that traveled from 

Washington-on-the-Brazos to various 

locations as the provisional government 

leaders fled the advancing Mexican Army, 

[then to Columbia, the First Capitol where the 

first permanent government was elected and 

installed, laws were enacted, and 

administrative departments were created], 

then to Houston when the capital moved 

there. The Archives eventually amounted to 

11 trunks of documents taken to Austin.  

Sam Houston’s life was marked by adventure, 

resilience, and ruggedness. [He had lived 

among Native American tribes during his 

youth, gaining firsthand knowledge of their 

cultures and ways of life.] He believed in 

peaceful coexistence with Native Americans. 

His experiences taught him that 

understanding, and cooperation were essential 

for Texas to thrive. Houston envisioned Texas 

as part of the United States. He saw statehood 

as a path to stability, economic growth, and 

security. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mirabeau Lamar’s vision on the other hand, 

dreamed of Texas as an independent nation. 

He believed in Texas standing alone, with its 

own identity and destiny. Unfortunately, 
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Lamar’s vision also included the removal of 

Native American tribes from Texas. He 

advocated for their complete elimination, 

which led to conflicts and displacement. 

 

 

Rf Officers and Committees: 

Registrar Bill Sanders reported that three 

supplemental applications are in Louisville, 

KY awaiting approval, and an additional three 

applications are in progress. 

Webmaster Carl Wiggins described his plans 

for moving the Cradle of Texas website onto 

the TXSSAR platform from GoDaddy.  

Upcoming Events: Compatriots were 

reminded the Constitution Day is September 

17th and events are scheduled in Louise and 

West Columbia.  

Carl Wiggins passed out a flyer for Texian 

Navy Day Honor Ceremony at 11:00 a.m. this 

coming Saturday the 21st at the Matagorda 

Habor Pavilion, 189 CR 213, Matagorda, TX. 

Other Business:  

•VP David Garza reported there is little active 

on the Cradle of Texas Facebook page. 

•District 7 VP Art Byram of the Freedom 

Chapter reported that in his experience the 

biggest impact on recognition for SAR is Color 

Guard participation in community events. He 

strongly recommended active Color Guard 

participation. As District 7 VP he offered his 

assistance to the Cradle of Texas Chapter in 

any way he can. 

 

•Treasurer Chris Wendel reminded 

compatriots that we have previously donated 

to Wreaths Across America. He moved that 

we contribute $53.00 to each of the three 

counties for their programs. David Garza 

seconded the motion, and it passed 

unanimously. 

SAR Recessional: VP David Garza 

ADJOURNMENT: Winston Avera moved to 

adjourn at 1:15 p.m. It was seconded by Carl 

Wiggins and passed. 

Benediction: Jim Leach 

Attendance: 

Members present were William Griffiths, 

David Garza, Bill Sanders, Carl Wiggins, Jim 

Leach, Russell Dart, Art Byram, Chris 

Wendel, Chris Barbee, Winston Avera. 

Guests were Carroll Griffiths, Connie Avera, 

Susan Byram, Lora-Marie Bernard, Bobby 

Gervais, Laura Zamora, Daniel Zamora, 

Landry Zamora, Lori Kraemer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President Griffith presents Certificate of 

Appreciation to Ms. Bernard 
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Next Meeting  
October 12, 2023 

11:30 a. m. 
Mikeska’s BBQ and Bakery 

22730 US Hwy 59  
(Blue Creek Road) 
El Campo, Texas 
1 (800) 388-2552 

https://www.mikeskabbq.com 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

THIS MONTH DURING  

THE  
AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

British Surrender at Yorktown 

October 19, 1781 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

2024 
Officers of the  

Cradle of Texas Chapter #33  
 

President: 
William J. (Griff) Griffiths, MD  
979-578-0180  
wgriff5322@aol.com  
 

Vice President: 
David E. Garza   
832-221-0423     
azrag45@msn.com  
 

Secretary: 
J. D. Humber II   
936-433-9233     
mablebob@yahoo.com  
 

Registrar: 
William C. Sanders, Sr   
979-578-1842     
azrag45@msn.com  
 

Treasurer: 
Christopher F. Wendel   
979-541-9443    
bps2668@gmail.com  
 

Chaplain: 
James H. Leach 
979-543-5907    
leachinsurance@att.net  
   

Historian: 
Michael J. Bailey   
979-848-3705     
michjbailey@gmail.com  
 

Educational Programs and Community 
Outreach Committee Chairperson: 
Rodney Weems    
281-507-3849 
rodneyweems@yahoo.com  
  
  

https://www.mikeskabbq.com/
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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SAR Member Michael Receives Proclamation for Constitution Day 

from Brazoria County Commissioners’ Court. 

 

 
 

SAR Member Michael Bailey passes out copies of the Constitution  

to Students at UP School in West Columbia, Texas; on Constitution Day. 
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